[X-ray morphological study of the hip joints in children of pre-school age].
Age characteristics of the ossification of hip joints were studied at the stage of their most active formation in children aged under 6 years using radiographical archive documents (1898 hip arthrograms in direct projection). According to our observations, the ossification of the femoral caput in modern children begins at the age of 3 to 5 months (88.6%--1158 cases), which is earlier than previously reported (from 6 to 12 months). In addition, we have studied in detail all the variants of the ossification of the femoral caput, such as: the fragmented center of ossification (3.6%--68 cases), various sizes of ossification centers on the right and on the left sides (11.4%--216 cases), an eccentric position of the center of ossification in the cartilaginous caput (2.1%--40 cases). Sex differences in the formation of acetabulum roof were described for the first time: the acetabulum angle in girls proved to be 3-4 degrees larger than that in boys (91.9%--1746 cases). Thus, our studies made it possible not only to update the information on the age osteology of this part of the skeleton, but also to define the variants of the individual features of ossification as well as to detect the signs of sex determination in the formation of hip joints in pre-school children.